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Introduction by  
Oliver McTernan (moderator)
Welcome on behalf of the British Centre for the British-Turkish Understanding (CBTU). 

This webinar is being live-streamed on the Centre’s Facebook page, as well as Aljazeera 
Mubashir (TV).

We have gathered online this evening to reflect on the 15th July failed coup in Turkey which 
transpired five years ago. We are very privileged this evening to have Sir Alan Duncan, whom 
many of us will remember, hit the news headlines by the fact that within a few days of the 
coup, he was on a plane to Ankara and many people appreciated that act of solidarity. We are 
also delighted to welcome the current Turkish Ambassador in London, H.E. Umit Yalcin, who 
for many years has been central to foreign policy in Turkey. And of course, the chairman of the 
Centre for British Turkish Understanding, Abdurrahim Boynukalin, welcome to you all.

The CBTU was set up a recently to promote better understanding both at a cultural, social 
and political levels. And I must say, I’m happy to serve on the board of the Centre. I think it’s 
a real opportunity for us to get to the bottom of a lot of the issues that sometimes create 
misunderstandings and controversy. With that said, I would like now to turn to Abdurrahim 
Boynukalin to make the welcoming address. 

Welcome
Abdurrahim Boynukalin
Thank you, dear Oliver; thank you once again for moderating a panel for the CBTU. Your help 
and continuous guidance as an adviser to the CBTU is very much appreciated, you have been 
there to support us from the outset.

Allow me to thank and welcome His Excellency Ambassador, Umit Yalcin and Sir Alan Duncan. 
We know both of you have extremely busy schedules, especially today. We are grateful to both 
of your for making time to join us today to share your insights and thoughts on the failed coup 
of 15th July in Turkey. 

On that fateful 15th July, Turks opened their eyes to a normal sunny summer’s day in our beautiful 
country. Of course, there were some rumours spreading that the Gülen terrorist organisation, 
FETO was planning an attack on our nation and our people and on our cherished democracy. 
Despite our misgivings about this group, no one in Turkey ever imagined that FETO would go 
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that far and attack fellow Turks and our institutions – our symbols of democracy and freedom.
Let me remind our viewers that the terrorists used our air force and F-16 fighter jets to create 
sonic booms, to frighten people on the streets and in their homes. They resorted to bombing 
the Turkish parliament building while MPs and other staff were inside. They attacked the 
President’s residence, as well as several buildings which belong to security forces, and shot at 
civilians indiscriminately.

The iconic Bosphorus Bridge was also a target of these criminals. Personally, and for those who 
experienced this coup attempt, it was like a scene from a horror movie, which no one expects to 
live through. The plotters tried to undo our democracy and overthrow the elected government. 
But thanks to the strong leadership of the government and the resilience of ordinary people, 
the coup was foiled and the plotters humiliated. The plotters forgot that the citizens of this 
great nation had experienced such coup attempts in the past, and they were not going to let 
this one off easily. In the past, such coups resulted in the execution of a sitting Prime Minister 
and two ministers in 1960. This time, with President Erdogan’s decisive leadership and call to 
action, millions of people poured into the streets to defend their beloved nation, to defend 
democracy, and the rule of law.

This brave show of solidarity came at the cost of 251 martyrs and 553 severely injured – 
innocent people. To the survivors of the coup, we owe our deepest respect and appreciation. 
The resilience of the people also inspired many around the world and showed how people can 
resist the might of the military with their bare hands.

Thank you very much for listening to me. 

Oliver McTernan
Abdurrahim, thank you so much, and thank you for putting together this timely webinar 
to allow us to reflect on both how the coup came into existence, we might say, how it was      
orchestrated, who was behind it, and above all, what lessons to be learned from it now? I think 
those are the objectives of our webinar this evening.

Sir Alan, without more delay, I would like to turn to you. As I said, people greatly admired your 
spontaneous response, that you were willing to go in real time, as it were, and you didn’t wait 
to make a statement, but you were there reassuring the parliamentarians and government that 
the outside world was standing behind them. So, Sir Alan, if you would like to start, then I will 
bring out a slight variation, because I think it would be good to ask the ambassador to enter 
into discussion with you. And then we will ask the ambassador to give his own reflections. And 
hopefully then we will have time to have some questions and answers before we conclude our 
webinar. Thank you, SIr.
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Reflections on the 15th July 
Coup Attempt and the role 
of the UK
Sir Alan Duncan
Well, Oliver, thank you very much. And indeed, thank you to everybody who’s decided to listen 
and watch today, because I think this fifth anniversary of the attempted coup marks a very 
important moment in history, and not just for Turkey, but actually for the wider interests of 
democracy.

For me as a British politician, the events are still very, very vivid and ingrained in my thinking 
about how important an event it was and, in a way, how privileged I was to be able to be a part 
in the events that took place so soon after the attempted coup.

It doesn’t seem like five years ago. It all seems to have gone so quickly. But in those five years, of 
course, much has happened. But at the time, actually the UK government was going through 
some massive changes. We had our referendum on the European Union; it did not go the way 
the government wanted, and David Cameron resigned as Prime Minister and we had to pick a 
new Prime Minister. It was pretty well the day before, or the day of the coup that Theresa May 
became the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. I was lucky enough to be picked by her as 
Foreign Minister responsible for Turkey. On that very day, we saw in the news the unfolding 
events that were going on in Ankara and elsewhere, of course, which very soon were clearly 
the events of an attempted coup d’état.

So, this was big news on my very first day as a minister. I think there is one very, very important 
lesson in life for any politician who believes in democracy. It is that whatever the differences 
between people, the way to solve it is not through guns and bombs and an attempted 
coup. You do it through arguments and elections, maybe some demonstrations, but not an 
attempted coup. So, when it was clear that so much had been threatened by the coup attempt, 
I decided that my first action as a Minister would be to get on a plane. I didn’t really ask the 

I was lucky enough to be picked by Theresa May as Foreign 
Minister responsible for Turkey. On that very day, we saw 
in the news the unfolding events that were going on in 
Ankara and elsewhere, of course, which very soon were 
clearly the events of an attempted coup d’état.

“
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Prime Minister at the time - I just did it. I wanted to fly to Ankara to express my firm solidarity 
and that of Her Majesty’s Government in the UK with the Government of the day and crucially, 
the people of Turkey.

I have to say, I was very shocked, and it was quite emotional when I arrived in Turkey. I mean, 
for one parliamentarian to walk into someone else’s parliament and see a pile of rubble where 
a bomb had been dropped while Parliament was sitting is a very, very sobering, and indeed 
almost frightening sort of thing to see. We have memories of the United Kingdom parliament 
being bombed in the Second World War, and that is still vivid in our memory. But here it was 
happening a mere five years ago in Turkey. I met the politicians, Binali Yıldırım, others, and the 
Speaker of the Parliament, who are clearly traumatised by the events that unfolded. Indeed, 
many politicians, I subsequently learnt, had had a very narrow escape from the attackers who 
had perpetrated this attempted coup.

I had to very quickly try and explain to people in the UK quite what this meant, because some 
people were saying, no, it was stage managed and that it wasn’t really very serious.  I was 
able to explain because I had been able to see it for myself that it was the equivalent had it 
happened in London of the British army, driving tanks over Westminster Bridge and killing 
civilians, or bombs being dropped on Buckingham Palace and the Houses of Parliament, while 
the members of parliament were inside. Or the coup perpetrators attempting to kill the Prime 
Minister and the Queen. And for all of these events, at quite significant cost in terms of human 
life, being carried out on the streets of a country that is really so close to the UK in terms of 
affection and alliance. It was serious.

It’s very important to make the point that we, as the UK, fully supported Turkey in its hour of 
trauma. And I hope that that lasts as something that is a clear statement between the UK and 
Turkey of what we understood this event to be.

I met the politicians, Binali Yıldırım,  
others, and the Speaker of the Parliament, 
who are clearly traumatised by the events 
that unfolded. Indeed, many politicians,  
I subsequently learnt, had had a very  
narrow escape from the attackers who had 
perpetrated this attempted coup.

“
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So ever since, I worked very closely with fellow politicians, and indeed, I’ve developed my 
affection for and specialism in Turkey, which perhaps is one of the happy things in my life that 
has come out of this very unhappy and unacceptable incident. So, I hope that people will look 
back five years later and not just think it was a small event. It was not – it went to the very heart 
of the legitimacy of the government in Turkey, and let’s just think what would have happened 
if it had worked. It would have caused turmoil and it would have meant that an illegitimate 
dictatorship would have come to the country on the back of guns, bombs and bullets. That is 
not acceptable.

So, five years later, I extend once again my good wishes to all the people of Turkey. I hope that 
we cannot forget the bravery of so many of the citizens who actually stood up to these threats 
and actually were heroes in the cause of the Government, the legitimate Government of the 
day. We should celebrate, not that it happened, but that it did not succeed. And I hope that no 
coup attempts ever of this sort can succeed against a government that is probably trying to 
do its best for its country. So, five years on, I look forward to when all the Covid restrictions are 
finished to be able to visit again properly and renew many friendships I’ve made on the back of 
the unfortunate incident, that once again, we condemn but we’re pleased it did not succeed.

Oliver McTernan
Ambassador, I think you were in Ankara at the time and I just wonder if you could quickly 
say a word on the impact of Sir Alan’s actions towards you in the foreign ministry and also in 
Parliament. Then if we can open up the discussion between you and Sir Alan. 

So, five years later, I extend once again my good 
wishes to all the people of Turkey. I hope that we 
cannot forget the bravery of so many of the citizens 
who actually stood up to these threats and actually 
were heroes in the cause of the Government, the 
legitimate Government of the day. We should 
celebrate, not that it happened, but that it did not 
succeed.

“
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15th July Coup Attempt  
– reflections from within
Ambassador Umit Yalcin
Thank you very much Oliver for your contributions to this webinar and thank you for your time, 
because I know that as the Director of Forward Thinking you and your team are always busy 
making invaluable contributions for Middle Eastern and broader issues in your endeavours.  
Moreover, for many years I’ve been following and trying to support the efforts and activities 
of Forward Thinking, especially regarding Middle Eastern issues. I would also like to thank the 
Centre for British Turkish Understanding, CBTU, British-Turkish Association and Abdurrahim for 
organising this webinar on the fifth anniversary of the July 15 coup attempt in Turkey.

As two successful organisations representing the Turkish community in the UK, we value 
CBTU and BTA’s contributions on promoting understanding between the UK and Turkey. I      
would also like to extend my sincere thanks to Sir Alan Duncan who has honoured us with his 
presence today, his observations and reflections about the 15th July coup attempt have utmost 
importance.

As he stated in 2016, Sir Alan Duncan, as the UK’s Europe Minister, went to Turkey in less than 
a week’s time of the heinous attempt. He became the first high-level politician from Europe to 
visit us and to express his condolences, showing the UK’s strong support. It meant a lot for our 
government and the Turkish people. The UK government has unreservedly condemned the 
failed attempt to overthrow the democratically elected government of Turkey and stood firmly 
in support of Turkish democracy. Both the then Prime Minister Theresa May and then Foreign 
Secretary Johnson spoke to President Erdogan and the Foreign Minister respectively, on the 
day after the attempted coup. We are most grateful for the explicit support and solidarity of 
the UK.

The UK government has unreservedly condemned the failed 
attempt to overthrow the democratically elected government 
of Turkey and stood firmly in support of Turkish democracy. 
Both the then Prime Minister Theresa May and then Foreign 
Secretary Johnson spoke to President Erdogan and the 
Foreign Minister respectively, on the day after the attempted 
coup. We are most grateful for the explicit support and 
solidarity of the UK.

“
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While most of our allies and friends in Europe were rather slow in condemning this explicit attack 
on Turkish democracy and disregarded the epic struggle of the Turkish nation to preserve it, 
the UK has displayed unwavering support. By all means, the UK has demonstrated that a friend 
in need is a friend indeed. As Oliver reminded me, I was in Ankara as acting undersecretary of 
the Foreign Minister at that time, and I also remember Minister Duncan’s immediate visit to 
Turkey. There was huge sympathy and support for Sir Alan Duncan from our media and public 
opinion, and it was an amazing moment for our friendship.

I would like to go on talking about our vital relations. But before taking my opportunity to talk 
some more, I would like to ask a question to Sir Alan about two things. One, during your visit 
or in the aftermath of your visit, how do you evaluate the reaction of Turkish public opinion, 
Turkish people, to your visit, to your support, to your statements against that coup attempt? 
Secondly, maybe we can use this opportunity to listen to your invaluable assessment of the 
Turkish-UK relationship and cooperation, because your contribution to our cooperation was 
not only your visit or statement in the aftermath of that failed coup attempt, but also you 
made contributions in many different fields of Turkish-UK cooperation, from trade, business, 
the defence industry and regional issues to fighting terror. Thank you again. And of course, I 
will go on saying something about that failed coup attempt later.

Discussion
Sir Alan Duncan
Thank you, Ambassador. Thank you.

What has surprised me is what an impact it did make in terms of Turkish opinion. And it is, I 
think, because nobody else decided to visit quickly and they were suspicious about the genuine 
nature of the coup, which I think is almost insulting. This was a real coup attempt, and it was 
very frightening. For me, it was a moral moment where it was very important to make a stand 
for the people against violence of this sort, more than violence, against an armed attempt to 
replace the government and the apparatus of government.

And I suppose what’s taken me aback is that I discovered I seem to be more popular in Turkey 
than I am in my own country, which is sometimes what happens to a foreign minister and a 
politician. But it means that it did touch a nerve. I was very touched by the emotions of the 
people. I mean, this was not an event that just happened over 12 hours and then  was over. No, 
people were traumatised. They were shocked. They felt that this had gone to the very heart of 
the security of their life, actually. Moreover, it was challenging to many things that they had 
taken for granted. I mean, in the UK, we don’t have the risk of a coup that Turkey has. I know 
there’s been that sort of latent fear that it could happen, and then suddenly it did. But what 
was so important, and a lot of it was through the amazing courage and resolution of civilian 
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people or families, is that it did not succeed, and I hope this will mean that no one will ever dare 
attempt to do it again.

Further, it must mean that the proper processes of government and political debate are 
there forever in a proper, mature country and that they can’t be challenged by unacceptable, 
illegitimate force.

It did, I hope, also launch a new phase of UK-Turkey relations. I hope it puts things on a very 
good footing. There are some very, very important issues, of course, of trade, the whole 
customs union issue was very complicated over the five years since the coup attempt; the 
issue of Syria is still, unfortunately, bubbling on in a very nasty way. There are always issues of 
regional security. Of course, we did our utmost to be the honest sort of force in the middle of 
an attempt to resolve the issue of Cyprus, which unfortunately was not successful. But people 
entered into this in good faith. And certainly, we did. I enjoyed working very, very closely with 
your own foreign minister and ministry. So, there are always going to be very important issues 
with Turkey, and I think a growing number of issues. So, I hope that the UK-Turkish relationship 
continues to develop in a fruitful way.

I hope that the recollection of what happened five years ago can always prove a good 
foundation to the trust that we have between our two countries. 

Ambassador
Thank you, Alan and thank you, Oliver.

I would like to add something about the coup attempt from my perspective and from my 
recollections of that night. I mean, that attempt was not a typical military push. It was recklessly 
aimed at toppling Turkish democracy, its elected, legitimate Parliament, and abolishing the 
constitutional order by the cruelest means, as Alan described.

It is impossible to find the appropriate words to describe the brutality and treachery that were 
displayed that night. The perpetrators of this hideous undertaking consisted of the disciples 
of Fethullah Gülen. They used military hardware against innocent civilians who took to the 
streets to defend their democratic institutions. The perpetrators attempted to assassinate the 
President and the Prime Minister, and we lost 261 citizens.

The perpetrators of this hideous undertaking consisted of the 
disciples of Fethullah Gülen. They used military hardware 
against innocent civilians who took to the streets to defend 
their democratic institutions.

“
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Today, on the fifth anniversary of that coup attempt, we remember our martyrs, with deepest 
respects. The Turkish public from all walks of life displayed extraordinary solidarity by taking 
to the streets to defend democracy. July 15 was a trial of strength and perseverance for the 
Turkish democracy and the State, and because of that reason, it makes us proud to have passed 
that test that day. In a show of unity and defiance, and political parties at that time, both in 
government and in opposition, the unaffected elements of the armed forces, the police force, 
and the media, stood up against those terrorists and perpetrators.

During the last five years, much has been done to bring to the surface the darkest undertakings 
of FETO, and its criminal activities have been investigated in thousands of different court cases. 
The police and judicial side have taken measures to discharge critical members from the ranks. 
Confronting such a sinister and clandestine structure is not easy. However, we are determined 
to eradicate FETO. We are aspiring to do so while we also fighting the most dangerous terrorist 
organisations simultaneously, Daesh and the PKK.

Let us not forget the fact that FETO is not just a threat to Turkey, but also to many countries. 
In more than 150 countries, FETO is present through its schools, NGOs, lobbies, media outlets, 
and companies. We must take a clear-eyed look at this dark structure. It would be naive to 
believe that FETO is a benign civic education movement, as some try hard to portray. Now, 
faced with a global enterprise, with global aspirations of power and dominance, it would be 
a huge mischaracterisation to think of Gülen as a peaceful Islamic scholar or preacher. What 
happened in Turkey five years ago is a stark reminder of what this terror group is capable of 
inflicting in other countries.

We therefore ask our friends and allies, including the UK, to be vigilant against FETO. We ask 
them not to provide safe haven for its members and show solidarity with Turkey against the 
group’s terrorism. Today, five years on from the heinous attacks, Turkey is stronger and more 
unified than ever. We are committed to strengthening our democracy. Our economy is resilient 
and dynamic, especially after the long-term difficulties arising from Covid-19 pandemic.

Turkey is a reliable ally in this region and beyond, implementing a constructive and active policy 
that takes initiative in resolving problems emphasising the human dimension. It is currently 
the top refugee hosting country in the world with more than four million estimated displaced 
people. Turkey also plays a leading role in conflict resolution and mediation; and contributes to 
various initiatives aimed at establishing stability – from Iraq to Afghanistan, from the Caucasus 
to the Balkans, from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean and Africa.
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We will continue to contribute to the establishment of global peace, prosperity and stability 
through a principled foreign policy and in collaboration with allies. We are also equally resolute 
to fight all enemies, including FETO, with sheer determination.

Of course, within this framework today we are talking from London. Our relationship with the 
UK is very important and critical, not only for the two countries’ cooperation in business, trade, 
defense, industry, fighting terror or regional issues, but also, as the two non-EU members of 
NATO on opposite sides of the European continent.

Our relations and cooperation are more relevant than ever before for the European continent’s 
peace, stability and prosperity, and also for strengthening democracy and democratic 
institutions as the common goal for all of us. Despite the pandemic, and many lockdowns in 
both countries, I am very pleased to be able to say that last year was very busy for high-level 
contacts between the UK and Turkey, including talks between our President and Prime Minister 
Johnson. Moreover, one third of our respective Cabinets have been engaging with their 
counterparts, from the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Interior, Minister of Defence, 
Minister of Trade and Tourism to the Minister of Health. The most historic event between us was 
the signing of free trade agreements last December which created a wonderful environment for 
the smooth continuation of our trade. And, of course, our cooperation and exchange of views 
for regional issues is important. I know that Sir Alan made an amazing contribution towards 
many regional issues, from Syria to other Middle East issues, but especially towards the Eastern 
Mediterranean and Cyprus issue. His personal view and contribution and the UK government 
and UK approach to Turkey related issues and our region’s issues are really, really important, 
especially after Brexit, and maybe we can say the post-pandemic era. As the first person who 
visited Turkey in the aftermath of the coup attempt, we are attaching great importance to this 
relationship and to the historic actions of Sir Alan. 

Maybe we can also take some of his views about the general perspective regarding coup 
attempts or coups throughout the world. In today’s world, of course, democracy, human rights, 
all these things are important at the same time. There are also security problems in many 
countries. The balance between security and democracy is always critical.

But as he said very wisely, we should always be against these kinds of attempts throughout 
the world, to be fair and just on the other issues. Otherwise, if there is any double standard or 
hypocrisy, then there is no real friendship or no genuine, constructive approach. Because of 
that reason, I really appreciate Sir Alan’s views, and in general the perspective of coup attempts 
or coups in the world or anti-democratic movements in the world. When Sir Alan condemned 
these kinds of attacks, his approach was constructive, and actions related to other issues are 
more respectful because there is no hypocrisy in his approach.

Let me put another question to Sir Alan now. How do you see the general developments in the 
world? Maybe, instead of talking about Turkey in this part of the discussion, we can talk about 
the anti-democratic coups and coup attempts around the world.
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Sir Alan Duncan
Well, unfortunately, democracy is not having a very good run at the moment. There are many 
ways of looking at it, and thinking, that’s not as good as it should be across the world. Some of 
the quality of leadership is not what it needs to be. I think that social media and 24-hour news 
have made a lot of democratic politicians just play to a populist tune rather than think deeply 
about policy.

If you look around the world, of course, what’s happened in Myanmar is very, very worrying. 
Again, that is a military takeover, not for the first time. I am not sure democracy was at its 
best in the United States during the Trump era; I think a lot of quality in decision-making 
and in diplomacy was lacking. I have to say, I was still a minister for part of it, and the State 
Department was very much undermined, when I think it would have been better if it had been 
strengthened.

I think we should all appreciate the value of democracy. As Churchill said, it might not be the best 
system. It’s not perfect, but no matter what it does it somehow always finds a way of keeping 
freedom and letting people express their point of view. A military coup, however much it says 
it’s releasing people from the regime that went before, never, never leads to proper freedom 
and democracy. It’s not an acceptable route to addressing people’s grievances and concerns.

So, I think the world is facing a slightly difficult period, I think, with the quality of its governance, 
and I hope that all politicians can realise that they actually come out of things better if they 
think of the long-term and the longer-term interests of the people, rather than just short-
term popularity, which they’ll find is never long-lasting. So, that would be my little moment of 
wisdom for this webinar. 

Oliver McTernan
Sir Alan, thank you. We have a number of questions coming in, but what I’m going to propose is 
that we take a short break to look at the video prepared for this webinar tonight, which recalls 
the events of that evening five years ago.     

Oliver McTernan
That was a frightening reminder of the reality of what happened on that evening. The sight 
of soldiers shooting on their own citizens underlines the importance of this webinar and the 
need to learn from what happened five years ago.

Watch Video Online, Click Here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FalYoFjRSNg
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Questions
“Why was there a lukewarm response in condemning the  
coup by the UK and other European governments?”

Sir Alan Duncan
Well, I certainly don’t agree with half of the question because the UK Government was 
anything but lukewarm. We condemned it very quickly and very strongly and personified that 
condemnation by my visiting very, very soon indeed, as quickly as one possibly could in terms 
of getting on a plane and knowing you were going somewhere adequately safe after the coup 
attempt. So, the UK stood out as the one country that did condemn it.

I have to say, I think it was surprising that other EU countries did not. I’ve never quite 
understood why they thought that a country so close to Europe, indeed the border, if 
you like, between Europe and Asia, and a member of NATO, should not have its coup 
attempt condemned instantly and unequivocally in an unqualified way. So, I have 
never understood why the European Union countries did not. But please accept that 
the UK did, and that I think as much of what we’ve been discussing in this webinar today. 
 

“What would you say to critics who say that the Turkish  
government overreacted to the coup and arrested people 
indiscriminately?”     

Ambassador Umit Yalcin
First of all, I would like to add something to Sir Alan’s answer, because I want to support his 
views about the UK and its reaction to the coup attempt in that they immediately and very 
openly condemned the failed attempt, and also the European Minister immediately visited 
Turkey. Then Prime Minister Theresa May, and then Foreign Secretary Johnson spoke to their 
counterparts, President Erdogan and the Foreign Minister respectively, just after the attempted 
coup. We therefore express our gratitude to the UK for its open, frank and firm approach against 
the 15th July failed coup attempt in Turkey.

As I said, I was at the Foreign Ministry at that time, and remember very clearly how we 
expected some of our friends and allies to give clear and immediate statements against the 
coup attempt and in support of a democracy and an elected Parliament. I also remember 
that then ambassador of UK in Ankara, Richard Moore, supported the democracy in Turkey 
and also helped to facilitate Sir Alan Duncan’s visit. But as the acting Undersecretary of the 
Foreign Ministry at the time, I couldn’t see any attempt from other countries, our allies, the 
allied countries, ambassadors in Ankara that night and all the other days. I think that was an 
unforgettable time for the Turkish public.
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That ‘wait and see’ policy by our friends impressed us negatively and profoundly affected us 
because we understood that there was some calculation in their approach or ‘wait and see’ 
policy after the failed coup attempt. Of course, it was discouraging when you cannot feel that 
allies, friends and partners don’t support your democracy or your elected parliament. How 
therefore, in the future, in different areas or in different issues, can you trust your partners and 
allies?

After that night, when that profound disappointment happened for us and our partners and 
allies in different areas, in different issues, we then received some criticism from our partners 
and our allies, that Turkey is trying to engage with other countries or trying to cooperate with 
this and that country. Then they were trying to question or challenge our membership of NATO. 
Of course, it is very sad that they forgot their cynical calculation and their double standards 
that night. That approach created profound disappointment in Turkish public opinion.

Regarding your question on the criticisms of our reaction, it’s not a fair reading. It is not fair, 
because as I tried to explain in my speech, the coup attempt was not a typical military putsch. 
Rather,  it was aimed at toppling our democracy, Parliament, and they tried to assassinate the 
President. It was, as Sir Alan Duncan said, not a simple, ordinary or random moment. It created 
huge trauma. But thankfully, due to the fortitude and the strong will of the Turkish nation and 
the Turkish President, the existential threat was thwarted. But, of course, every country, every 
state in the world, just after that kind of brutal attack, must take their own measures for their 
own security to protect their democracy, to protect their nation, and to put measures in place 
to avert such an occurrence again. Rightfully, the Turkish government took various measures 
to establish security. 

Of course, as I said before, it is important to create that sensitive balance between security 
and democracy. We believe that our government was very sensitive to that balance. The Gülen 
terrorist group, is a very cynical group which infiltrates many ministries and institutions as 
covert civil servants. It is normal for any state to try to keep all its institutions free from the 
infiltration of criminal and terrorist groups. The kind of criticism levied at us is not fair and it’s 
always easy to make that kind of assessment or critique when you are a little bit far from the 
reality. But it is our job to explain and give reasons for the measures we take.

But as the acting Undersecretary of the Foreign Ministry at 
the time, I couldn’t see any attempt from other countries, our 
allies, the allied countries, ambassadors in Ankara that night 
and all the other days. I think that was an unforgettable time 
for the Turkish public.

“
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As I said earlier, Turkey is stronger now than ever before. We will continue in our efforts, not 
only against Fetullah Gülen terrorist groups, but also the PKK, the PYD/YPG and Daesh. Looking 
at the world map and seeing Turkey’s geostrategic location should be enough to understand 
why Turkish borders and its security are critical, not only for Turks or Turkish people, but also for 
the whole European continent. We expect our European friends to support Turkey’s measures 
for the security of all of us.

“What help, or support is being offered to the  
victims of the wounded and families of the dead?”

Ambassador Umit Yalcin
The state government has supported all of the victims, martyrs, and their families, 
including more than 2000 wounded people. Not only has there been state support 
to all the victims, various campaigns were initiated by NGOs and civil organisations 
to complement the state efforts. Of course, commemorating that day every year and 
continuing to remember the victims and discussing the background of that failed coup 
attempt is also an important contribution to our martyrs and to the victims of that night. 

“Why is Turkey totally prone to so many coups and what  
is the UK attitude de facto? Have they condemned it?”

Sir Alan Duncan
I think that it’s very difficult to answer that, and this is really for the historians and very clever 
political analysts who can shed more light on why any country might be susceptible to some 
disruption to its normal form of government. 

Generally, democracies take a long time to bed down and really reach the entire psyche of 
everybody. Some countries which are young democracies may be less stable than those that 
have been around for hundreds of years. I don’t really know what the answer to that may 
be. But inevitably, there are challenges of ethnicity, sometimes religion, which can disrupt 
stable government. In terms of condemning, I think we have been very strong to condemn 
the attempted coup in Turkey. Again, the inner workings of FETO are known far better by 
Turkish government and agencies than by us here in the UK. It is rather bizarre that someone 
who is seen to be so threatening to Turkey should be living so safely and comfortably in 
the United States. I think there is an issue still concerning Fetullah Gülen, how he is free to 
do what he does from the comfort of, I think, Pennsylvania. I’m sure that that argument 
will continue between Turkey and the US. All I can say is I’m very glad he’s not in the UK. 
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Closing remarks
Ambassador Umit Yalcin
Thank you, of course, extraditing the terrorists and the terrorist group’s affiliates to Turkey 
is important and it is of great importance. This is important not only to show solidarity and 
cooperation with Turkey, but also to prevent these kinds of terrorist activities everywhere. 
Otherwise, the double standards and hypocritical approaches cannot give any results,      
anytime, anywhere.

As Sir Alan said, it is very, very critical and important for the extradition of Fetullah Gülen to 
Turkey. But so far, unfortunately, the American approach has been negative. But we should 
continue to pursue Gülen. 

In many countries, Turkey was successful in seeking the extradition of many Gülen affiliates to Turkey. 
This is a process, we are not naïve as it is not an easy and quick job. In pursuit of Gulen’s extradition, 
we are sharing these kinds of panels and conferences to create awareness about this terrorist 
group and what they perpetrated on 15th July. It could happen anywhere, we should therefore 
be more alert. The importance of a frank and principled approach to democracy is important.  
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Oliver McTernan
Thank you, Ambassador. And regrettably, we’ve run out of time. Our discussion tonight, our 
reflections, have given rise to many questions. I do apologise to those who wrote in questions 
that we’ve been unable to address.

I would like to express our grateful thanks to our speakers, both distinguished and people 
who are pressed on time and, therefore, we needed to keep within the hour. But, Ambassador, 
thank you so much for your openness on these reflections and also, Sir Alan Duncan for giving 
us your great insights. I think what tonight has reminded us is that the brutal night, as the 
Ambassador described, was an attack on a relatively young yet well-established and fully 
functioning democracy. I think that it’s a frightening thought that it happened in our European 
neighbourhood only five years ago.

I think it underlines the need for vigilance and also solidarity and awareness of the risks and the 
dangers. So, I hope we will take that away with us.

And the president’s words, President Erdogan’s words, “no power higher than the power of the 
people” was proved true that evening. I think it was the response of the people that enabled 
the security forces loyal to the government to gain control in such a short time. This is an 
important lesson we should keep in mind.

I would finally like to express my thanks to the Centre for British-Turkish Understanding, for 
giving us this opportunity. Hopefully we will have other occasions where we can reflect more 
deeply and widely and be able to address some of the questions that we were unable to answer 
this evening.

Thank you.



Reflections on the 15th July Failed Coup Attempt in Turkey 22

p

http://cbtu.org.uk/publications/
http://cbtu.org.uk/publications/


Reflections on the 15th July Failed Coup Attempt in Turkey 2317TURKEY IN A CHANGING GLOBAL AND REGIONAL SECURITY ENVIRONMENT

info@cbtu.org.uk
www.cbtu.org.uk


