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Welcome
Understanding. This report provides a summary of the proceedings
from the second in a series of webinars held under lockdown due to
Covid’19.
Held on 18 June 2020, the webinar focused on the pressing themes
of Emerging European Right-wing Narratives and the Refugee Crisis
in the “COVID-19 Era”. The webinar was both timely and needed
as we continue to witness worrying racial tensions in the US with
right-wing extremists are deliberately stoking fear and hostility towards
migrants and refugees by painting them as carriers of the Coronavirus.
The panel for this webinar included academics and experts from
aforementioned issues and present analysis and insights from a variety
if contexts and perspectives. The speakers were: Akif Çağatay Kılıç,
Turkish Head of Delegation in the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe and a Member of Parliament for Istanbul; Dr Sarah
Marusek, Research Fellow at Leeds University (UK), a Research Associate
at Johannesburg University, South Africa and an author; and Dr Chris
Allen, Associate Professor of Hate Studies at the University of Leicester
and author of several books on Islamophobia.
The webinar was moderated by Jonathan Fryer, member of the Board
of Advisors for CBTU and a writer and broadcaster.
The webinar generated a good discussion and an array of viewpoints
were exchanged between speakers and participants.
We are delighted to be able to present a summary of some of the
presentations from this webinar.
Thank you.

Abdurrahim Boynukalin

Dr Abdullah Faliq

CHAIRMAN

E XECU T IV E D IR EC TO R
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Turkey, to its credit,
is currently home to
around three and a
half million Syrian
refugees, most of
them not in camps,
and understandably
feels aggrieved that
Europeans do not fully
appreciate the financial
and social cost of that
burden, particularly at
this difficult time.

Jonathan Fryer
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Proliferation of
Far-Right Narratives
Jonathan Fryer is a member of the Board of Advisors for CBTU
and a writer and broadcaster. He is also a Subject Lecturer at the
Oriental and African Studies, University of London, and Chairman
of Liberal Democrats’ International Relations Committee.

T

Coronavirus pandemic has seen countries
turn in on themselves. Even the European
Union has seen a lack of solidarity between
member states. In such circumstances, the
situation of refugees has become more
precarious and those living in crowded
conditions, for example those on the Greek
island of Lesbos – are particularly vulnerable
to the virus. Turkey, to its credit, is currently
home to around three and a half million
Syrian refugees, most of them not in camps,
and understandably feels aggrieved that
Europeans do not fully appreciate the
financial and social cost of that burden,
particularly at this difficult time.
he

Within Europe there has been a disturbing
rise in far-right activities. Whereas a few
years ago it was common in London to see
people displaying signs reading “Refugees
Welcome Here!”, white supremacist and other
extremist groups have recently been taking
to the streets proclaiming their message of
hate against “the other”. It would be wrong
to think that they represent a majority
of the population in European countries,
but in several, far right groups have won
representation in national and regional
parliaments as well as in the European
Parliament itself. The AfD in Germany is a
notable example.

In many ways more concerning however, is
the way that some more mainstream parties
have sought to accommodate several rightwing narratives within their own discourse
in the hope of avoiding losing voter support.
In Britain, we have seen how the ruling
Conservative Party has co-opted many of the
attitudes and policies of Nigel Farage, former
leader of UKIP and later the Brexit Party.
He continues to campaign against “illegal”
migrants, whom he accuses of invading the
country. Though such inflammatory language
outrages many Britons it resonates with those
who believe that they have not benefited from
any of the economic and political benefits
of recent years and now feel particularly
vulnerable because of Covid-related job losses.
The most disturbing case is what has been
happening in Hungary under Viktor Orbán,
whose Fidesz party has drifted ever rightwards
since coming to power, now undermining
the very foundations of democracy and the
rule of law in that country. There has long
been an irrational fear of Turks among some
people in Hungary harking back to the period
of Ottoman expansion. But refugees from the
Middle East and beyond are facing even more
hostility and discrimination there. Indeed, the
Hungarian government has done everything
possible to keep them out.
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Structural Racism
and COVID-19
Dr Sarah Marusek is a Research Fellow at Leeds University, UK and a Research
Associate at Johannesburg University, South Africa. She is the author of Faith
and Resistance: The Politics of Love and War in Lebanon, and co-author of The Henry
Jackson Society and the Degeneration of British Neoconservatism.

I

recent years, there has been a resurgence of
White Europeans mobilising around not only
nationalist politics, but also identity politics,
tapping into existing fears and anxieties
relating to rising social, political and now even
medical inequalities in the age of austerity and
Covid-19.
n

A phenomenon known as white fragility or
white revanchism has emerged to express
these fears and anxieties, but it is also
related more widely to global shifts in the
distribution of power – the decline of the
United States as a superpower and of Western
Europe more generally and the rise of China,
Russia, India and other nations of the Global
South – resulting from the crisis of Western
secular democracies, including how modern
knowledge is constructed. Accordingly, this is a
movement impacted by the growing attention
to structural racism, which privileges some
humans over others.
Losing one’s privilege is a daunting prospect
for many, hence the rise of fake news and
conspiracy theories; there is a general mistrust
of how political ideologies shape knowledge.
The far-right is increasingly gaining support
for its white supremacist ideology by tapping
into this mistrust, often using a progressive
discourse to support a racist agenda.

In many locations, the far-right is particularly
exploiting public unrest over the Coronavirus
lockdown and its ongoing economic impact.
I will briefly discuss a few examples, focusing
not only on the protest activities, but also
the racist and anti-scientific discourses being
used. My discussion includes the United States
because this is increasingly a transatlantic and
transnational phenomenon, even though it
retains its nationalist discourses. First, however,
I will look at how conspiracy theories are
currently empowering the far-right.

Spreading hatred and fear online
Misinformation about cures or treatments
for Coronavirus are circulating widely on
social media, often amplified by politicians
and news media. While many social media
companies have started taking action to close
the accounts of those promoting hate speech
and extremism, British counter-extremism
think-tank the Institute of Strategic Dialogue
describes how there are many conspiratorial
narratives that remain frequent on platforms
including Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, for
example that:
1. Coronavirus is a bioweapon, with the Wuhan
facility in China funded by the ‘Deep State’, Bill
Gates, or George Soros.
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2. Coronavirus is a conspiracy to lock people
up or impose military/totalitarian rule.
3. The virus is a direct attempt to interfere with
the Presidential Election in the US.
4. Migrants caused the outbreak of the virus.
5. The Coronavirus was planned and has been
registered as a patent by the British Crown,
China, United States or Israel.
6. Coronavirus is linked to 5G, due to Wuhan’s
use as a 5G testing ground
7. The coronavirus is a hoax.

The pages featured content promoting ‘deep
state’ or anti-China conspiracy theories,
anti-vaccination beliefs and denialism about
the danger of Covid-19. Some, such as
‘ReopenNC,’ referring to North Carolina, had
tens of thousands of members. Also since the
lockdown started, a number of individuals
across the United States have attacked shop
owners and workers who try to enforce social
distancing and health precautions, like wearing
masks.

In a subsequent briefing, the institute notes
that: ‘across a range of platforms there has
been increased discussion of the term ‘coronachan’. Corona-chan is a meme relating to the
pandemic, which has entered the vernacular
of the extreme right. It first appeared on the
anonymous 4chan imageboard website.’ The
meme is of a woman wearing a cheongsam,
or traditional Chinese form-fitting dress, with
hair buns shaped like round spiky balls –
renditions of how the Coronavirus looks under
a microscope.

In May, thousands of cars and motorbikes
honking horns and waving Spanish flags
drove in procession through Madrid, as part
of a nationwide protest, called by the far-right
Vox party, against the country’s Coronavirus
lockdown. Although the party’s secretary
general Javier Ortega Smith tested positive
with the virus after a party conference in
March, leading to the quarantine of all the
party’s conference participants, Vox strongly
objected to the government’s decision to
extend the lockdown into April.

An investigation by the BBC and the Institute
of Strategic Dialogue found that Coronavirus
disinformation being shared by far-right
extremists generally relates to five key
themes: 1) immigration, 2) Islam, 3) Judaism,
4) the LGBTQ movement, and 5) elites. More
recently, the far-right has also been focusing
on countering solidarity for the Black Lives
Matter movement and the removal of statues
commemorating Britain’s violent colonial and
racist past.

Far-right groups also held violent
demonstrations in Rome, Italy against the
government’s response to the Coronavirus
crisis. Antonio Pappalardo, a retired general,
is the leader of a new movement called the
Orange Vests, which is attracting the virusdenial camp. He says that children shouldn’t
be made to wear facemasks and he threatened
to ‘’slap’ anyone who did. For his part, far-right
Italian politician Matteo Salvini has blamed
the outbreak on migration and has called for
‘armour-plated’ borders. Last year, Police in
northern Italy arrested three men, one linked
to the neo-fascist Italian political party Forza
Nuova, after uncovering a huge stash of
automatic weapons, material featuring Nazi
symbols and a three-metre missile. Forza
Nuova has established branches in the United
States.

Public mobilisations
As early as middle of April, far-right militia
groups in the United States started protesting
against the Coronavirus lockdown restrictions.
After the lockdown started, the Guardian
newspaper found at-least 20 social media
pages calling for the US economy to reopen.
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German far-right
groups are also
exploiting a wave
of protests against
lockdown measures:
more than 40
demonstrations
were held in Berlin
on one Saturday in May alone. The leader
of the Alternative for Germany party in the
Bundestag, Alice Weidel, claimed that the
spread of the virus is down to the ‘dogma of
the open border’. Remember, only last year,
Stephan Ernst, a neo Nazi, shot a pro-refugee
politician, Walter Luebcke in the head. The
killing is believed to be Germany’s first farright political assassination since the Second
World War. Furthermore, in February of this
year Tobias Rathjen killed nine people in two
apparently racially motivated shootings at
shisha bars in the German town of Hanau.

AFG party in the
Bundestag, Alice
Weidel, claimed that
the spread of the virus
is down to the ‘dogma
of the open border

documents were confiscated or destroyed by
the police.
In London, far-right protestors responded to
the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement
in the United States and United Kingdom in
June by clashing with police while attempting
to ‘defend’ the sanctity of colonial-era statues
that commemorate what many around the
world see as war crimes. More than 100 people
were arrested as a result.
More generally, the far-right is strategically
using this as an opportunity to demonise
the political left and counter the Black Lives
Matter movements. Stickers, which first started
appearing in the London Underground earlier
this year, but have since been seen across the
United Kingdom, used the logo of Extinction
Rebellion, (the environmental campaign group)
to implore people to ‘preserve an endangered
species of white Brits’. They also described
Coronavirus as a ‘cure’ to end the ‘disease’ that
was mankind. Extinction Rebellion have since
issued a statement that it had no knowledge of
the posters.

In the Moria refugee camp on the Lesvos
island in Greece, two refugees were injured in
April when they were shot at by a local on the
island. This is on top of a spate of fascist attacks
in late February/early March, which led to many
medics and volunteers leaving the island.
The group that is reportedly responsible is
an anonymous white supremacist network
Meanwhile, more than 30 migrants attempting called the ‘Hundred-Handers’. Two members
to cross the border from Bosnia-Herzegovina
were arrested for public order offences across
were robbed, beaten and spray-painted with
the county of Sheffield on 16 April; they had
red crosses on their heads by Croatian police
posted racist stickers on lamp posts, bins, bus
officers who said the treatment was the ‘cure
stop signs and billboards, reading: ‘Borders
against Coronavirus’. Croatian authorities were Open, Pubs Closed’ and ‘Open border,
reportedly laughing and drinking beer while
virus disorder,’ linking the Coronavirus to
attacking the migrants. The Danish Refugee
immigration in Britain. The group organises
Council recorded 1,641 cases of refugees and
through online platforms and reportedly
migrants pushed back to Bosnia from Croatia
has members in Europe and the United
in April alone. About half were subjected to
States; last July, New York Governor Andrew
violence or physical assault; three quarters
Cuomo launched an investigation into the
reported having their belongings confiscated
organisation after White supremacist stickers
or destroyed (set on fire); half said their identity were found plastered all across the city of Troy,
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Steven Carrillo was
reportedly part of the
Boogaloo movement –
name taken from a film
and is a term used by
extremists to reference
a violent uprising or
impending civil war.

containing slogans like
‘multiculturalism kills’
and ‘You are white.
Strike back.’

The ‘Hundred-Handers’
were recruiting on
social media before
the Covid-19 crisis,
but have used the
lockdown, in particular, to deliver their
message. Posting on Telegram, ‘the group said
they are planning to “steer” people concerned
about our current system “in the right
direction” – encouraging their followers to “hit”
their areas “hard”.’

Links to terrorism
Within this environment, several cases of farright terrorism have been uncovered in the
United States since the Coronavirus lockdown
began. These include:
• Anthony Wilson, suspected of plotting a
domestic terror attack on a hospital, died after
a shoot-out with the FBI in Missouri in April.
Officials said he was motivated by racist and
anti-government beliefs. He had previously
considered attacking a school with a large
number of black students, a mosque and a
synagogue.
• US Federal investigators learned that
white supremacists discussed plans to use
the Coronavirus as a bioweapon. They made
explicit threats to ‘non-white people’, Jewish
and Muslim communities and places of
worship.
• This month, a US Air Force sergeant with
links to the far-right was charged with the
murder of a federal security officer in California.
Steven Carrillo is accused of killing David
Patrick Underwood outside the courthouse in
Oakland during Black Lives Matter protests.

He was reportedly part of the Boogaloo
movement – the name “Boogaloo” is taken
from a film and is a term used by extremists to
reference a violent uprising or impending civil
war. In a comment on Facebook, Carillo said
the Black Lives Matter protests in downtown
Oakland were a good opportunity to build
momentum. “Use their anger to fuel our fire.
Think outside the box. We have mobs of angry
people to use to our advantage,” he wrote.
Adherents of the loose grouping known as
Boogaloo Bois, which some liken to a militia,
are anti-government and often carry assault
weapons. In another instance, three Boogaloo
members were charged with terrorism
offences in Nevada, for attempts to “spark
violence”.
This corresponds to efforts by the US-based
Anti-Defamation League (ADL) to lobby for
legislation that would allow Washington to
prosecute far-right extremists as domestic
terrorists. However, this raises important issues
about how some – including the ADL – are
currently framing critics of Israeli policies and
proponents of the Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions (BDS) campaign as Antisemitic. At an
event hosted by the London-based thinktank
Henry Jackson Society that was purportedly
about Antisemitism and the far-right but which
ended up being a wide ranging discussion
of Israel, Black Lives Matter and Antisemitism
on the left, the ADL representative expressed
frustration about left-wing activists speaking
about Israel’s role in training the Minneapolis
police in ‘terror tactics,’ as if this type of
conversation bleeds into Antisemitism today.
The current climate of fear thus raises
important questions about the need to protect
our civil liberties.
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Islamophobia, The FarRight and the ‘New Normal’
Dr Chris Allen is an Associate Professor of Hate Studies at the University
of Leicester who has researched and written extensively on Islamophobia
and counterterrorism for more than two decades. He is the author of
Islamophobia (2010) and Reconfiguring Islamophobia (2020).

S

the Covid-19 crisis took hold in Europe
at the start of 2020, the phrase ‘new normal’
has been regularly and routinely used to
refer to what the post-pandemic world will
look like. While the ‘new normal’ is – for now
at least – speculative given the state of flux
many nations continue to be in, a number
of discourses to have emerged over the past
few months might afford an insight into how
some of the more concerning aspects of
contemporary Europe might transform and
find form. For the purpose of this article, the
focus is on Islamophobia and the far-right. In
doing so, this article not only thinks through
how both might look in the context of the ‘new
normal’, but also considers the similarities and
differences in relation to the ‘old normal’, the
time before the Covid-19 pandemic.

ince

The ‘Old Normal’
In the past two decades, Islamophobia
has become ever more normalised in the
European setting.30 While discourses of
Islamophobia can be seen to take on sociopolitical characteristics appropriate to
different European nations, a number of broad
discourses typically underpin and inform
nationally-specific manifestations. The first
of these is that Muslims are indeterminable
and eternal ‘others’ to Europe and Europeans.
Accordingly, the discourses confer legitimacy

on the view that Muslims cannot, nor ever will
be European. Neither will they ever belong
in Europe. The second is that Muslims present
a very real and very dangerous threat to a
homogenous ‘us’. Whether violent, cultural,
religious or sexual, all present Muslims as
threatening ‘our’ culture, ‘our’ values and ‘our’
way of life.
The third discourse is associated with
migration, most recently those coming to
Europe as refugees as a result of wars and
conflicts elsewhere in the world. As the
discourse alludes, this is evidence of Muslims
‘invading’ Europe and by consequence
individual European nation states also.
Emanating from this is the fourth discourse and
the view that once in Europe, Muslims ‘Islamify’
their respective nations using a variety of
different techniques which variously include
high birth rates, the rapid building of mosques,
the acquisition of political and civil rights, and
the influencing of local and national policies
and legislation.31
In the same period of time, many of these
discourses have found resonance among
Europe’s far-right milieu. Shifting away from
historical and more traditional ideologies
focusing on Jews and Judaism,32 Europe’s farright has increasingly deployed the rhetoric of
invasion and ‘Islamifying’ to present Muslims
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Many of the far-right’s
oft deployed discourses
of Islamophobia
have permeated the
political mainstreams
of different European
nations.

as a very real and
tangible threat to the
continent›s national
and cultural unity.

At its most extreme,
this was evident with
Norway’s Anders
Behring Breivik, who
shortly before killing
eight people with a
bomb in Oslo and a further 69 at a summer
camp on the island of Utøya – uploaded
a manifesto to the internet that called for
resistance against the Islamic invasion of
Europe: an argument he used to justify the
atrocities he duly committed.33 Breivik added
he was far from alone in this resistance, citing
Germany’s National Socialist Underground and
Sweden’s Peter Mangs as examples.

Concurrently, Europe’s far-right has been
dynamic: continuously diversifying, moving
towards street-level and direct action, ever
more loose-knit and informally structured,
mobilising on cultural and identity issues while
increasingly shifting towards antagonistic
and populist political standpoints. Examples
of this include the United Kingdom’s English
Defence League34 – and various ‘defence
league’ offshoots that have been exported to
other parts of Europe – and Germany’s PEGIDA
(Patriotic Europeans Against the Islamisation of
the Occident).
Like various others, both the English Defence
League and PEGIDA have been at the forefront
of bringing the discourses of Islamophobia
into the public and political mainstream; doing
so arguing the need to ‘defend’ and ‘resist’
the ‘Islamic takeover’ by opposing mosques,
mobilising in the wake of terror attacks and
exploiting community tensions at the local
level.35

Unsurprisingly, many of the far-right’s oft
deployed discourses of Islamophobia have
permeated the political mainstreams of
different European nations. Illustrations
include the former Italian Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi stating that Milan would become an
‘Islamic city’, the Swedish Democrats calling for
limits on the ‘birth rate’ of Muslim migrants to
Sweden, the Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban alluding to the vast numbers of Muslim
refugees arriving in Europe from the Syrian civil
war as part of a ‘master plan’.36 Albeit less overt
at times, similar discourses are evident among
many of Europe’s rapidly growing right-wing
populist parties. Typically Eurosceptic, antienvironmentalist, neo-nationalist and antiglobalisation, so too are they anti-immigration
and Islamophobic: for example, Italy’s The
League, the Netherlands’ Party for Freedom
and Poland’s Law and Justice. Given the
political and discursive resonance between
them, it is again unsurprising that some rightwing populist parties have forged coalitions
with far-right groups and movements. Two
of note include PEGIDA and Alternative für
Deutschland, and Britain First and the UK
Independence Party.

Covid-19: A New Opportunity?
Shortly after lockdown measures were being
implemented across Europe, evidence began
to emerge of how the Covid-19 outbreak was
being latched onto by some within the farright. In line with the general trend of Europe’s
far-right since the turn of the century, some
began to ‘blame’ Muslim communities for
the pandemic and for spreading it also. In the
UK, this was first apparent when a handful of
videos were uploaded to social media showing
people driving through densely populated
Muslim areas. Filming large numbers of
Muslims, the videos presented as ‘proof’ that
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Not only have some
within the far-right
blamed Muslims for
spreading the virus,
but so too have they
blamed Muslims for
bringing the virus to
Europe.

Muslims were ignoring
social distancing
measures and therefore
spreading the virus.37
Other videos showed
historical footage of
Muslims praying as
‘proof’ that Muslims
were continuing to
attend mosques.

Not only have some from within the far-right
blamed Muslims for spreading the virus, but
so too have they blamed Muslims for bringing
the virus to Europe. In Italy, one far-right source
claimed a Pakistani Muslim to be ‘patient
zero’.38 Alleging him to be the first infected
person to come to Europe and thereby
introduce Covid-19 to the continent, the
source further claimed that it was his refusal
to self-isolate that began the virus’ spread.
While that instance related to a single source,
further evidence of the widespread blaming
of Muslims was evident in the thousands of
tweets that used the hashtag #CoronaJihad; all
supportive of the view that Muslims in Europe
were deliberately spreading Covid-19.39
Maybe even more insidious was how some
within the far-right called on those infected
with Covid-19 to visit local mosques and
spend time in Muslim neighbourhoods in
the hope of spreading the virus among
Muslim communities thereby increasing the
number who die. To illustrate this, the British
National Socialist Movement shared a poster
on social media titled “What to do if you get
Covid-19”.40 Incorporating the logos of the
World Health Organisation and Center for
Disease Control and Prevention in the United
States, the poster clearly did so in the hope of
conveying authority and legitimacy. Further
evidence of this is available in a report by the
UK’s Commission for Countering Extremism.41

In it, the Commission notes how some within
the far-right had been repeatedly encouraging
supporters to ‘deliberately infect’ Muslim
communities. Citing how a number of different
far-right groups and movements have sought
to ‘breed hate’ during the period of lockdown,
the report concludes that the pandemic
has afforded far-right extremists a unique
opportunity.

The ‘New Normal’
In trying to understand what Islamophobia
and the far-right will look like in the ‘new
normal’, one might look no further than the
far-right’s opposition of a proposed new
mosque in London. Coming to attention
during lockdown following a report on the
American Alt-Right news website Breitbart,42
plans had been submitted to the local
authority to convert part of the historic
Trocadero building near Piccadilly Circus in the
heart of London’s entertainment and theatre
districts into a mosque with the capacity to
host around 1,000 worshippers. While little
attention had preceded the Breitbart report,
it was alleged that local residents had voiced
concerns about the increased risk of terrorism,
of worshippers trying to enforce an alcohol
ban in the surrounding area, and increased
tensions with those frequenting nearby Soho,
the capital’s gay quarter.
While the far-right’s opposition to the
building and development of new mosques
was a recurrent feature of its Islamophobia
discourses in the ‘old normal’,43 a specific ‘new
normal’ discourse is apparent. While a number
of sources from within the UK’s far-right milieu
have lent their voice to opposing the proposed
Trocadero mosque, Britain First has been at
the forefront.44 Having acquired nearly 125,000
signatures on its online petition at the time of
writing to block the plans, Britain First stated
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the following as an argument for opposition:
“Local people have strongly objected to the
application on the basis that the area was
already heavily overcrowded even before the
coronavirus pandemic introduced the need
for social distancing – and that adding another
1,000 people, congregating in and around
the mega-mosque during prayer times would
cause serious [problems]”45
For Britain First, the ‘new normal’ means that
the proposed mosque should be opposed
because of the increased risk of spreading
Covid-19 and the threat this poses to the health
of local residents.
In relation to Islamophobia and the far-right,
what we do know about the ‘new normal’
is that the ‘old normal’ will not disappear
completely. While much has been made
about what will ensue in the wake of the
Covid-19 pandemic, what Britain First’s
opposition shows is that some elements of
the ‘old normal’ will not only survive but will
continue to thrive. As was the case in the ‘old
normal’, discourses about mosques as indeed
Muslims and the religion of Islam will continue
to convey the message that all remain as
problematic and threatening as they always
did. Irrespective of any pandemic, it is also
highly unlikely that the far-right will suddenly
abandon the very same Islamophobic
discourses that significantly contributed
towards them making unprecedented inroads
into the European political mainstream and
which aided them in reaching out to ordinary
people in ordinary settings.
What is likely to change in the ‘new normal’
however is discourses that problematise and
subsequently ‘other’ Muslims. As stated at
the outset, Islamophobic discourses routinely
and repeatedly give credence to the view

that Muslims and the religion of Islam pose
a real and tangible ‘threat’ to ‘us’. In the ‘old
normal’, that ‘threat’ was typically understood
to be violent, cultural or religious. More
latterly, the attribution of a sexual threat has
become increasingly prevalent, evidence of
which can be found in the term ‘rapefugee’ (a
combination of ‘rape’ with ‘refugee’) and the
emergence of ‘paedo’ (short for paedophile)
as a common insult.46 If Britain First and
other recent examples relating to infection
and the spreading of disease is anything
to go by, the ‘new normal’ post Covid-19
discourses of Islamophobia may also take on
and subsequently embed notions of Muslims
presenting a biological and thereby health
related ‘threat’ also.
One can only speculate just how effective
and immediate discourses about Muslims
posing a biological threat might be among
communities that are already fearful of the
effects and impact of an invisible virus. In
localised settings where community tensions
are known to exist or those where there are
rising numbers of infections, the potential
such discourses afforded to the far-right is
extremely worrying. In this respect, it would
not be surprising if in the ‘new normal’
Islamophobic discourses not only took on
a distinct biological threat but so too took
prominence over ‘old normal’ discourses about
the threat posed by Muslims. Add in the social
and political uncertainties that will no doubt
ensue following the pandemic and the very
real prospect of an economic downturn and
the situation becomes increasingly concerning.
While only time will tell, we must not
underestimate the potential for Islamophobia
to become far more divisive and dangerous in
the ‘new normal’ and for the far-right to look to
exploit this even more than they did in the ‘old
normal’.
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